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THE FIFTIETH ANNIVEBSARY

1961 was the Fiftieth Anniversary of the founding of the Waverly
Helights Congregational Church, Actually several datas could have

" been chosen throughout the year, that would have been appropriate,
The first Sunday School met in Fobruary 1911. But it was not
until some months later that a church ‘actually wag orgenized and
charted.” To observe this significant event in fitting manner,
three functions were held, two on Sunday November 5, 1961,
another November 7, Tuesday.

Dr. M.A.F, Ritchio, Prosident of Pacific University was asked
to be the quest preacher at the Sunday morning worship services
on the 5th. His subjoct was "How Strong Is Our Link" in which
he traced the progress of the past, to developments that bring
us to the present day and its challenges.~ Afterward he was
ontertained by Mr. & Mrs. Kirchnor and the colloge studonts of
our Church who were attending Pacific University.

On Sunday aftornoon at 3 p.m. an historical. pageant was presented,
written jointly by Miss Frances Smith and Mr. Stanley MeLaughlin,
and given under the direction of the Committee appointed for

tho Anniverssary program. I think no person will -dispute with me,
(and thanks go to many persons) whon I give much credit and praise
to Miss Francie Smith for hoer sincere concern in this prosentation,
the great amount of time and effort she devoted to its preparation,
- and the expense which she assumed personally to make this the
impressive avent that it was, Her account of the pageant, combined
with the historical narrative itself, follows this reports

On‘Tuesday evening, November 7th., the congregation gathered for

a festive dinner, with the Conference Minister and Superintendent

as the guest speaker. Also invited to speak were former pastors.
 The Reverend Iee Lynn, and the Reverend Thomas McCamant, each

‘of whom spoke apprecisively of the church and its accompllshment.

At the conclusion of the hour, Mr. Dexter Daugherty, Treasurer of

the Building Mund, announced that funds had been received to the

amount that the indebtedness upon the parsonage had been paid

in full, and to indicate that he meant just what he said, he

presented the paid-in-full note to Mr, Macey Hyde, who had

served as its chairman, throughout this project, Thus was

realized a dream, a debi~free church, .

- No Eugene Kirchner
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50TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORICAL PAGEANT
BY
FRANCES E. SMITH

Qur Golden Anniversary. The Waverly Heights Congregational Church
at S. E. 33rd. Avenue and Woodward Street celebrated its 50th
anniversary in seversl ways. Beginning Sunday November 5th., 1961
" with a special memorial service in the morning by an &ddress, given
by Dr. M.AF. Ritchie R Preaident of Pacific ﬁniversity.

Beginning at 4 o'clock in the afternoon & pageant was given that
outlined the eleven ministries from 1911 to, and including 1961.
Each of these periods featured sssential events and achievements
in each span of time, These events were brought to mind by moans
of story, dramatic dialogus, msic, solos, plctures, songs, hyms,
pantomime, and tableau, On a high wall-screen each successive
minister's photograph was shown which gave a sort of miral back-
ground to the events that were being related.

The first ministar, Rev. T S. Winey's gervices began in late summer
of 1910 in Portlend as 2 founder of Su.nday Schools in newly developed
residential districts. His work before that was missionary work in
Oregon lumber camps, His Sunday School work was eponsored by the
Congregational City Missionary Society of Portland and waa in the
Richmond District. The Anniversary program featured this part of
the work by a dramstic dialogue showing Mr, Winey talking to boys

at play, to find out their interest in Sunday School, A second
dialogue presented a house-call to find out adult interest in tho
need and support of a Sunday School, Each event showed favorable
reaction, Mr. Winey's effortas resulted in a Sunday School started
in QOctober of 1910 in a hall at 8,E, 26th, Avemue and Clinton Street.

By February 1911 a Church was organized and recognlzed with

Mr, Winey elected minister and with seven charter membors, Mr. Winey,
Mr. and Mras. Ben 4rnold, Mrs. Charles DeWitt, Mrs, Fiaher, Mrs. Sahl
and Mrs, Morse, ‘

The need of a Church building resulted in the purchase of the lots
at the present site and the obtaining of the second=-hand lumber
dismantled from the first Sunnside Congregational Church, The cost
was met by the Congregational Mission Board., A program meeting
held at the site bofore the church building was crected included

a golo sung by Lola Edmonds. Fifty years lator as Mrs. Paul Wiggins
she again sang a solo on November 5th,

As we had no picturs of Mr, Winey a picture of the re~erected church
building was shown on the wall screen, Although we had a bell-
tower we had no bell, but there was a valted celling, a large sgquare
sanctuary and a social hall almost as large as the sanctuary, To
us 1t was a cathedral and our own house of worship. Mr. Winey was
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married after the church was organized early in 1911. . He 're‘a'igned

in November 1912,
Our next minister, The Rev. Andrew Bond, arrived with his -
family, his wife and two small sons. They cems December 1912,

. They stayed only a year and four months. Mr. Bond gave good

service., A picture of him was ahorwn on the screen.

Our third minister was The Rev. ubart c. liom, our first
minister to own an automobile. Much was.accomplished during
his four year ministry. He came August 1, 1914 and left.

- July 31, 1918,  Rev, Mogos, his wife and her two sisters

were a very capable team, Each took . over special fields of work,

-such as Missionary Society, Cradle Roll, visitation and socilal

calls, kitchen managemsnt and youth meetings. Mr. Mossa had
morning and evening Sundey preaching and mid-week prayer service,
We had a childrens church choir, a fund.raising bessar, also
dinners -and luncheons. At Christmas the Sundey School gave
gifts of clothing and food to the Waveriy Baby Homs.

-~ World War I wes in progress. A war service flag hung on the
wall in the chancel. Thore was deep regret when Rev, Moses

laft us on July 318‘5 to ‘become & war chaplain.

For the Anniversary Program a staging vag given showing Mr, Moses

. shaking hands with some of his econgregation., Background msic
- was "We're Coming Over, Over There." A& youth in & khald blouse

said, "Quite a fow of us will be in servicc next week and ws
nced him more than you do. Thc congregation waved good-bye,
The porkried’ € Mr, Moses on the screen was very life-like and
1mpressive. They loft ‘bogethar with a waved salute,

The next five months supply ministers and lay-epeak"rs conductred

"ghurch sorvicos. One of these was Mr. Norman C. Thorne, an

assistant Superintendant of Portland Public Schools, onec of

‘our mombers and our Sunday School Superintendant, He obtained

uscful squipment gifts for the church and inaugurated our -
yearly summer picnic. - & committeo sclacted the place at which

it was h@ld,

The Rev. Oliver Porry Avery began his ministry Jemuary 2, 1919
at Waverly Heights church, He came recommended to us as a
thorough Christian gentleman which indced ho was, His thoughtful
friendliness, qulet gentle cheer and ponetrating sermons proved
it, Rov. and Mrs, Avery, two sons, and a two year old daughter,
wore the- first to occupy the parsonage now known as tho "Annox",
It was bought in 1920, by the ladisa &id, at & cost of $3,250,
The Sunday School grew rapidly., 1In 1923 the aversge attendance
wes 145 with a high of 215, Children programs wore seasonal
events, One of the child soloists was Anne Nordstrom, how

&nno Katherns. She favored us with a solo based on Psalm 46,
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Mr., Avery and the youth of the church did much to improve our
Social room at the left of the sanctuary.

Mr. Avery's brother, Dr. Amos Avery and his family moved to
Oregon and to our neighborhcod. He and his three daughters s
wers very halpful new membsrs in Youth and Sunday school work,

During this time we ha& our first Ghristmas tree and Santa Claus,
our first movie-picture machine, and heard s brief radio.
recording on New Year's Eve. A high-light event was the replace~
ment of our large colored-glass windows into new sturdy frames
that enclosed artistic translucent gless panels in blended tones
~of gold and blue-vioclet, The windows were bought by the Sunday
School after months of collecting the cost of $180, 4 screen
picture of one of the windows was shown to advantage,

dnother happy occasion was the Sunday morning unveiling of a
large oil-pdintingof Mt. Hood by Eliza Barchus, an QOregon artist
and a member of the Sunnyside Congregational -Church, now-the :
Staub Momorial Church., A4n excellent picture in color of the
peinting was shown on the screen, so was a portrait of Mrs. Barchus,
The Mount Hood oil painting and another pictue she gave to us :
were returned to her daughter in 1949. Mrs, Barchus died in
1959 at the age of 102. One of her paintings is in the church office,

Mr. &very closed his pastorate here Jenuary 1925 bocayse of othor
interests that called him to California, one boing @ thoological
study coursc, Mr. Avery'a screon portrait was exnellent.

June l, 1925 The Rav. Frank Carlson, his wifo and two sons
in the 6. to 10 yoar range, were the next family to occupy the
paraonage. A yoar or so later, their little daughter Ruth was born.

Mr, Carlson's enthusiasm and energy, and his dynamic and challeng-

ing sermons caudod church attendance to flourish as well as

that of Sunday School with Mr, J. W. Edwards, our recent city

School Superintendent, then supervising the Senior department of -
the Sunday School, That year we enlarged our church platform

to give a Nativity program. Mr. Carlson specified the plans,

a geries of tablcaux illustrating the seriptural story and on=-

riched by Christmas Oerols and their wonderful music with .

Carroll Day accompanist at the organ. - The costumes were well

‘mado and suthontic.. The portrayal received high praise,

‘The first Easter in Mr, Carlson's pastorate 74 members joined the

church.  Others joined during his following service, Mr. Carlson

. ~was called June 1, 1928 to Olympla, Washington, Iater he was

elevated to the Superintendency of our Congregational Churchea in Oregan. !
Mr. Carlson's acreen picture portrayed his dynamic pleasant

personality,



(»

The 50th Anniversary program gave a Tableau., It showed at the

“left an angel in white with uplifted arms. Then the Holy Family

with shepherds at the left, and the three Kings at the right,
With audience participation one stanze each of the following

hymns were sung, "Hark the Herald Angels Sing", "Away in a Manger", and

"We Three Kings of The Orient Are." This i.n a 1imite& way remindeé
us of December 1925, -

January 4, ,1929, ‘I‘be Rev. Hugh Lovell began his pastorate at Waverly
Heights. Thare were four members in the Lovell family, Mr. Lovell,
Mrs. Lovell, 4 tesnage daughter and a younger sen, - Mr. lovell

has spent part of his life living in Australia, He 1s a well-read
person with a keen appreciation of clasaical literature and of

‘misic, He directed the Senior Sunday School's singing of hymns
in the sanctuary where thoaa classea mat. Mrs. Dwning was organist.

Mr. Lovell had an opportunity to buy & used pipe-organ for tha
~church at a cost of §1,200. Carroll Day, our organist supervised

the installing of the organ., Mrs, Downing andi Carroll Day
collaborated in playing for the church services. : '

The first Waverly Heights Church wedding wag solemnized in the
sanctuary May 11, 1929, Participants were William Warren-McCulloch
and Margaret Kressman, Prior to this time hon:e, or parsonage

- weddings were the ganeral mle

Qur most fes'bive oceasion was tha evening when all the Waverly
Heights parents and children celebrated their twenty-first
anniversary with & delightful program of misic recitations and
reminiscences, Refreshments were served from an attractive table
resplendent with a large cake in the middle, surrounded by
Twenty-one candles. Waverly Heights had coms of age.: This part
of the Anniversary Program was shown by & staging in which a
child and her motheér looking at a large whito cake decorated by
twenty-one red candles talk about the up-coming celebration in
which the cake ‘will be served with the other refreshmente.

Mr. Lovall closed his pastorate October l, 1933, after having
served on third less than five years., His soreen pictm'a was

pao raalistic it locked as if he: were about to speak. -
The next Eour months t.he Rev, T. &rthur D\mgan &erved agg interim

minister until Foebruary 1, 1934. His work was earnest snd'friendly.
Occasionally he arranged for excellent special misic provided by
his wife who is an organist and a violinish o

February 1, 1934 marked the beginning of The Rev, .Loe Lymae'a
pastorate at Waverly Heights Church, He, a bachelor of frugal
babits was at Waverly during the gemmal ‘depression, which meent
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& salary cut for him, but despite limited funds ho managed to
pay Mrs. W. E, King for her assistance in various church duties,
. one of which was Vesper services for nine to twelve year old
‘boys.. 'l‘hey called it Junior cburch.

The Pilgrim Fellmeahip was very active during hia tenure, A
major project was assisting older members to remove earth beneath
our organ floor to prevent moisture damage and to promote air
circulation. The cave that resulted was thsn enlarged to build
a room under the east portion of the church, The room faced on
the courtyard and was called, "The Gold Room, ¥

The Anniversary program oresen'bed this project in song and pwto-
.mime, - To the strains of "Ilve Been Working on the Railroad”,
three of the original workers sang, "I!'ve Been Working on the
Gold Room", with words describing the activity, The labor was
re~enacted (1)with hammer and bosrd ~§2) with saw end board -

(3) and with the vigorous swing of a pick-axe. Also the present
Mayflower group presented an account of the same event in a
rhymed choral reading part of which was in unison, and vther
parts in solo voice.

- The Gold Boqm served many u&ml purposes. .

At Camn Adams the fine rock fireplace in the ‘main room of the
Waverly cottage was a catribution of the Rev, Lynne and Ross Anderson
who personally bu.il'b this strong and imposing structure, -

The Rsv. Lynne aerved a term of almost eigh’o yoars., He closed
his pastorate Janmuary 1, 1942. His screen picture was much the
same as he now looks, He was & guest among the congregation
November 5th. 1961, o

In September of 1942 The Rev. Goorge W. Halstead begen his first
pastorate, serving Waverly Heights for two and three-fourths years.
It was during his ministry that the first substantial efforts

were made in planning and raising funds for our new church,

4 stage setting of this underteking wgs shown in: the Anniversary
progrem a5 follows in pantomime. A woman on stage was dusting

2 or 3 chairs, Background music "I ain't Got a Barrel of Maney".
4 man In hat and overcoat, carrying a clip-boanl solicited money,
which house-wife. paid from her purse. S

Mr. Halstead clmed hiammiszry Jutio 1945. -ma screen portrait,
an excellent likeness, showed his earnast z.ealoua dedication
ﬂt.o his chosan field of work. ‘

The Rav. mcma m(}amant, 8 widcwer, with a famdly of sehool age
children three sons and a daughter, answered our call to Waverly
Heights September 1945. At this time, much work of soliciting
money, organizing, planning and actual building of the new church
structure remained to be done. During the tims this was being
accomplished Sunday services were held in the Oregon Theater

at S, E. 35th, end Division Street.

-6 -
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There was considerabla Joy early in 1948 when Virginia Edwarde

promised to be our minister's wife, The wedding reception in

the socisl room of the.original church provided a highwspot of the
social season. Further hlaasing was added when a year later
a son, Robert, was born. - .

The Rov. McCamant and our members worked hard on‘ the building
project which was ready for use by November 20th, for the first
service Mr, McCamant officiating, We were proud and happy on
January 29, 1950, the date had been sot for a formal dedication

. coremony, when a large crowd inspite of bed weather, att.ended.
- Sargent Patterson sang "Bless This House, " : ..

In our Anniversary program Roger Kirchner favored u's' with the
same solo, The Rev. MeCamant stayed with us until the fall

of 1953. He was thon called to organize a church in Medford.
His screen portrait brought to mind his fine ministerial service
in Waverly Heights Church,

From October of 1953 until the following June 1954 Dr. Harold Tuttle
sorved 8s our interim minister, - He is fondly remembered for his
analytical talks on religlous art end for his selection of poems

‘which he included in his sermons,
It wes during Dr. Tuttle's tenure we finished paying the nortgage

on our church, . After a pot-luck dinner the amount of money to
complete the debt vas pledged, The Rev. McCament returned. to
help with the coremony, It was conducted as follows. .Various
members rose, in the moeting, and made pledges sufficient to

_cover ’-bhe needed amount to. clear the debt,

An urn on & tray aupport-ed a lit candle, It was held by Mr. McCament.
At his right a member held & scroll merked PMORTGAGE," which

- was burned in the candle flame. At his left a member road a

short poem of thanksgiving for the cancellation of the debt,
Qur anniversary program. repeated this ceremony with Mr. McCamant
taking part as was originally parforma. .

The Rev, N. Eugene Kirchner amswered our call to Waverly Heights in
June of 1954, His famlly consisting of his wife, and their two sons,
Nick and Rogor, resided in the old parsonage for asbout two years,

. Rev, Kirchner's first service with us was on Sunday Juno 6th,
.. Under his leadership much progress has been made, such as joining

the United Church of Christ. A new parsonage was built at

2840 S,E. 33rd Place, The Kirchner family moved in March 16, 1956,
He has led us to & growing social consciousness that we are our
brother's keeper in the sight of God. o

- Mr. Kirchner‘s picture was in. color, was full length, and showed

him wearing his pulpit robe. The picture was teken outdoors
standing near the annox looking at uas with a welcoming smile,
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The clesing number of our program was given by a large group of
Sunday School children, on the platform singing the hymm "This 1s
our Father's Worldi" This was led by Mr. Kirchner, The flag of
the United!Nationswas displayed in the background. Tha audience
participated in singing the last two stanzas,

What ever success our pagea.nt-prcgram: may hava achievwed, much
was due to the splendid support of our organist, Mrs. R. C. Payme.

At the close of the program, tee and refreshments were served
in the social hall which was beautifully decorated with flowers
and guilded symbols of the event, Here guests, friends, &nd
members met to remirnisce and view old time pictures and mementos
of by-gone days. These picturea were atteached to bulleting boards
on easles, o | o }
Frances B, Smith

December 1961

* 3 % 3

Frences let us September 21, 1962, For some months prior to her

" ‘death she had been failing. Une realizes that much of the prepara-

tion of this account, and the production of the pageant, albeit a
labor of love, was most demanding upon her energles. The pictures
referred to here in the story above were slides that- she had had
made, assuming the cost and responsibility personally, It may be
‘that in tims they will be offered*to the church for its records.
The displays oxhibited’ in the social hall'are in possession of
Miss Violet Hyde, who comes neéar %o being the most Imwledgeable
person regarding Waverly Heights amd its past. Prom timo to time
materials are turned to her that there may be a central gathering
placo, and pertinent material does no‘h become lost.

It is my conviction throughout mich of my ministry that 'bhe YEARBOOK
serves 8 most uscful purpose from an historien's standpoint, aes

" being a complete ropository for the records of any yearfs a0com=
plishmonts, under one:cover, conecisely told.

Poople are scldom aware of thé significance of an event as it is
occuring. Quite often the fatigus of the hour causes records to
‘be thrust aside hastily with tho -thomght’'that the in the future

we' shall maks report of it, Which hour may never oemd,  We note
for example that nationel libraries (pert of the National Archives)
have been established for the last four presidents so that records
may be preservéd, Whet I am trying to say has been best saidby
Irving Stone in his book "Men to Matéh My Mountains®, s quotation
vhich has been sharsd with this congregadion bofore. "Wait! Don't
let this get lost] Set it down on papor, preserve the records,
establish the facts, write the blographies before the cast has
been scattered, capture the color of the' land before 1ts riches
have been dissipated and it is too late to document the story - "

Frances was almost the last of those who were first, Survived by
her twin sister, Florence,. whan she leaves us, theaahapter will
be closed foreveri

-8~ N. Bugene Kirchner



