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A few days ago I fin-

ished reading Gilead, a 

novel by Marilynne 

Robinson. One of the 

many ways it aston-

ishes is in holding to-

gether hope and sad-

ness―and that feels 

like a very Lenten com-

bination. 

The story is told as the 

writing of an old man, a congregational minister, to 

be read later by his son. He is facing his coming 

death from heart disease and is striving to be as au-

thentic as possible. He is trying to give his son the 

gift of what is real and true in his life, and in doing so 

the writing also becomes a part of his struggle with a 

complex relationship with his godson whose life has 

been a burden. Seeking authenticity, he notices what 

he writes, sometimes recognizing that it is hard to 

even know his own mind, sometimes marveling in 

plain humility at a thought worth pondering. 

This old reverend’s stories and reflections from his 

life reveal the deep reality of sadness and hope to-

gether, and also a great capacity for simple wonder 

and delight: in blossoms, in boys playing, in the silent 

sweetness of dawnlight breaking through the win-

dows inside the church. It may be that a capacity for 

delight is necessary for any deeply, sometimes pain-

fully, honest look at life. 

In my sermon last Sunday I spoke of contemplation 

as a “long, loving look at the real” (I haven’t found a 

clear source for that phrase.) That’s what the narrator 

of Gilead shows us. His reality, like ours, is complex, 

David Zaworski, Pastor 

rich with mystery and grace, a mosaic of pains and 

joys, successes and failures, a journey of compli-

cated relationships with family, friends, himself, 

and God. This is good to ponder anytime, and per-

haps especially during Lent. As we prepare our-

selves for the coming holy week and Easter, a long 

loving look at the real may prepare us to recognize 

that Christ’s suffering and death and his resurrec-

tion are not two separate realities, but one: sadness 

and hope, grieving and joy, full, authentic humanity 

revealing the Divine. In just this way, God can be 

revealed in every life. 

Blessings, 

David 

TAIZE 

 

Our next Taize service will be on Wednesday, 

March 3
rd

 at 7pm.  This is an evening candlelit 

service of music, meditation and reflection.  

Come join with others for an uplifting and 

deepening evening.  We had a few first-timers 

at our Winter Taize service and they all com-

mented that they enjoyed it and were looking 

forward to the Spring service.  Come and 

bring a friend ï more voices enrich the sing-

ing and the service.  If you have questions, 

please talk with Jill Johnson at church or at 

503-422-9525.  



 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

By Anne Reif, Campaign Coordinator  

Waverly Heights Congregational United Church of Christ 

Thanks to everyone for faithfully paying the amounts youõve pledged toward Waverlyõs ò$100,000 for 

our 100th yearó capital campaign. Hereõs where we stand as of Jan. 31, 2010 (the most recent figures 

available). 

 

Total monetary pledges: $36,712 

In-kind gifts:   18,000 

Total pledged: $54,712 

 

Total monetary pledges received: $26,877 

 

Our primary goal is to repay the $37,313.65 loan we took out from the Cornerstone Society to install 

the lift. We are on target to repay the loan by the due date. However, the loan balance as of Jan. 31 is 

$34,807 and we currently are expecting only an additional $9,835 in monetary pledges. 

 

We are planning a capital campaign òreminderó event after Easter to give current and new members 

an opportunity to make new or renewed pledges. (But if you are in a position to pledge now, you need-

nõt wait for the event.) Talk to me or Pastor David if you need more information or have questions. 
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Letõs Keep Our Building 

Clean & Welcoming!!! 
 

 Watch for Upcoming  

Opportunities!!! 



Page 3 The Church on the Hill 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

 

Need some-
thing to bring 
t o  E a s t e r 

Brunch?  You're 
sure to find 
s o m e t h i n g 

scrumptious at 
the annual Waverly Heights Easter 
Bake Sale.  This tradition helps to 

fund scholarships to Camp Adams.  
   
It's called a 'Bake Sale,' but we've had 

fresh eggs, homemade fudge sauce, 
pickles, and elderberry syrup!  We 
usually have a fabulous Bunny Cake 

or two, and the Palumbo's Death by 
Chocolate cake almost always makes 
an appearance.  Bring anything you'd 

like to share, and we're sure to find a 
buyer who needs just exactly that to 
make Easter Day complete.  

Bring your family to Wav-

erly at 10:00 on  Easter 

Sunday and share in the 

fellowship of this beautiful 

day.  Coffee and donuts are 

provided.  We look forward 

to meeting the out of town 

relatives, too! 

Mark your calendars for our annual Easter 

egg hunt. This Easter morning tradition is a 

great way to connect with our community be-

fore  Easter service. We will enjoy coffee and 

doughnuts, crafts for the kids, and 2 Easter 

egg hunts. (One for the younger kids and one 

for the older kids).  See you at 10:00 on April 

4th!   

During the Lenten season, there will be collection envelopes in the pews for One Great Hour of Shar-

ing (OGHS), the special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries God's message of 

love and hope to people in more than eighty countries. It is part of the UCC's "Our Church's Wider 

Mission" program which supports local and global ministries from donations from the UCC's nearly 

6,000 congregations across the United States and Puerto Rico.  

 

Through the OGHS mission, the UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean 

water and food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy 

and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also supports domestic and international 

ministries for disaster preparedness and response. The UCC annually channels more than $3 million 

dollars through One Great Hour of Sharing to humanitarian needs in the world, and shares the OGHS 

mission call with Christians in eight other Protestant denominations and Church World Service, thus 

multiplying the effectiveness and extent of our witness many times over.  

 

Watch for flyers describing the One Great Hour of Sharing mission in more detail during the first two 

weeks of March, with the  OGHS offering taken on March 21st. More information on OGHS is avail-

able at the UCC's website at http://www.ucc.org/oghs, which also has a place to make a secure, on-line 

donation with a credit card. If contributing on-line, please make sure to note the name of our congrega-

tion on the on-line donation form. 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs


TREASURERõS REPORT:  End of January, 2010  

WWWõS 
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General Budget: 

             % of 

   Received  YTD  Annual Budget  Target  % 

Pledged Giving        $ 3,860               6                            8.3   

Loose Plate        217    3     8.3 

Parsonage Rent             1,750    8     8.3 

Bldg. Use        499        17     8.3 

Other                      369                   102                          8.3 

 

 TOTAL INCOME YTD:              $ 6,963 

 TOTAL EXPENSES YTD:           $6,730                      Net Gain YTD:  $232. 

 

Capital Campaign Acct. Bal.                  $15,038 

 

           Loan Bal. (Lift Project)                   $34,807 (+Interest) 

We so much enjoyed hosting the Daytimers last month and we all missed those who could not be 
there.  We learned that Norma's family can trace two family lines back 1000  years to ancestors in Eng-
land.  And we enjoyed the stories the Daytimers told.  Jeanne Beatty told of getting a chair to stand on in 
the doorway when one son wanted to go out without permission.  That's a great visual.  Roland Olsen 
joined in the fun and told how he  and Frieda caught the  room's attention when they took to the dance 
floor.  The WWW's have all been advised not to sit anything out, but to DANCE.  We'd like  to host the 
Daytimers  again sometime this year. 
  
Next meeting will be March 25, in Hyde Hall at 7:00 p.m. That's the 4th Thursday of the month. 
  
Meanwhile, there are two ONE NIGHT STAND performances coming up at the Profile Theater .  The first is 
Monday , March 8th.  Horton Foote's "Tender Mercies"  The second is Monday , March 29 which will be an 
evening of one act plays also by Horton Foote.  We can pick theater goers up at church at  6:45 p.m. for 
the 7:30 p.m. events, or meet there.  Profile Theater is on 34th and Belmont.   A donation of  $5 is all it 
costs for a great night at the theater. 
  
All of us invite you to join our group.  We have lots of good times while trying to help our WHUCC commu-
nity and being good friends and support to each other. 
  
Jeanne 



IF THIS IS YOUR FIRST NEWS-

LETTER FROM WAVERLYé 

 

This newsletter is about the current events 

of Waverlyõs ministry and mission.  If you 

wish to have more information and back-

ground on Waverly, please feel free to con-

tact the church office at (503) 238-1337. 
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Please submit arti-

cles for the April 

issue no later than 

Tuesday, March 

23rd.   

Thanks, 

Trish Effenberger, 

Editor 

 

 PARISH NATUROPATH UPDATE 

Hello all,  

Qi gong is now 7-8pm on Wednesdays, please 

feel free to drop in and give it a try.  It's a lovely 

way to gently move your body and give your 

mind a mid-week mini-vacation. 

We've got a new 

sign up sheet 
downstairs!  If 

you'd like to help 
out, you can 

choose a Sunday 
and put your 

name on the 
list.  Feel free to 

sign up in pairs, 
groups, or just about any way that 

seems fun to you.  

 

Fellowship Time Sign up  

SOUP and CULTURE 

We're bringing back our Soup and Culture Nights, and we'd love your ideas.  This Waverly 

tradition started with Robert Burns Night, and grew into a wonderful series of evenings of 
sharing food, fellowship, and fun.  We've had India Night, Italy Night, New Zealand Night, 

Cinco de Mayo, but we don't have to go globe trotting to have a good time.  Ice cream so-
cials, the 'Talent' Show (Paul's studying the atlas as we speak), Bingo Night....  
 

How about your idea?  We can make it work.  We're thinking "Bollywood Extravaganza" 
might be just around the corner.  Keep an eye out in the bulletin for our first evening.  In 

the meantime, contact Lisa Kane at Kane8012@msn.com, or 503 -239 -8012.  



Help for Native American communities hit by South Dakota ice storm 

 

Written by Staff Reports 

February 23, 2010  
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Responding to a severe ice storm that blanketed sec-

tions of the Midwest in late January, the UCC's Dakota 

Association of the South Dakota Conference and One 

Great Hour of Sharing special Emergency USA fund 

have provided $8,000 in direct aid to the remote commu-

nities of the Cheyenne River Lakota Reservation in South Dakota. 

It is estimated that the January 22 storm left 12,000 people without electricity. 

The Reservation's water treatment facilities were damaged when, due to the loss 

of power, water removal pumps failed. Though now operational, this malfunction 

necessitated a 10-day waiting period on the use of potable water supplies and 

the need for fresh water distribution. 

A full report on the damages and relief effort, provided by Pastor Louis Blue 

Coat, has been posted to the UCC's Disaster Ministries site and includes a link 

to donate to the Emergency USA fund. 

http://www.ucc.org/disaster/south-dakota-ice-storms.html
https://secure3.convio.net/ucc/site/Donation2?df_id=1340&1340.donation=form1


Waverly Heights  

United Church of Chris
t 

3300 SE Woodward Street 

Portland, OR   97202 

503-238-1337 

www.waverlyucc.org 

Worship Service  

Sundays @11:00 am 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Waverly Heights Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
Welcomes all, Honoring each individualõs path

 

We invite everyone to 

Worship God, Learn the love of Jesus 

Care for one another 

Work for change and reconciliation 

In our community and the world 


