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I’ve been thinking about our 

elders and all they’ve experi-

enced: the great depression, 

wars hot and cold, civil rights 

struggles, the advent of near-

universal instant communica-

tion, many, many fads and fash-

ions... and I’ve been thinking 

about the ways they have sup-

ported and sustained this church 

through the years.  

It’s coming up on May Day as I write, and I’m 

remembering what my mother tells me about 

May in her childhood: A group of children 

would bring a May basket to another child’s 

house, put it on the step, knock on the door, and 

then scatter. The child receiving the basket 

came out and had to catch all the other children. 

My mother recalls her grandmother talking 

about this from her youth as something that in-

volved a fair amount of the town―it wasn’t 

just children doing the chasing around. A bit of 

spring craziness even in proper New England. 

It’s good to hear and remember these stories, to 

connect to different times and ways of living. 

The point is not nostalgia, or bemoaning 

change, but to look at the world with different 

eyes, to use the difference to help us recognize 

our own values and ask how we live them out 

today. That May basket tradition reminds us of 

valuing community, of activities that good will 

David Zaworski, Pastor 

could easily adapt to any level 

of ability, of not needing to 

spend lots or look far away 

for entertainment. Even small, 

simple things like belonging 

in shared May basket games 

surely helped establish a sense 

of belonging in the world, a 

security that helped people to 

grow into capable and caring 

adults. I don’t want to romanticize small 

towns―they are made up of real people just 

like anywhere else. But it’s worth asking, 

how do we value and live out community, in 

the city, today. 

One obvious place is church. At Waverly we 

very much experience God’s love in our 

shared community of caring, open welcome, 

and a lot of home-grown joyful craziness and 

celebration of God’s good gifts given to us. 

Waverly UCC continues to have a life-giving 

mission in South East Portland. We can thank 

our long-time members that Waverly is here 

and is such a gift and witness to God’s love 

known in community. And yes, we can join in 

strong support, both in time and money, so 

that others years from now may also be so 

blessed and offer a word of thanks to God for 

our faithful support and devotion. 
blessings, 

Pastor David 



 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  End of March, 2010 

Waverly Heights Congregational United Church of Christ 

General Budget: 

            % of 

   Received  YTD Annual Budget       Target  % 

Pledged Giving       $12,251            20                                24.9   

Loose Plate        669            11       24.9 

Parsonage Rent                  5,240            24       24.9 

Bldg. Use      1,647            55       24.9 

Other                       774          210                                24.9 

 

 TOTAL INCOME YTD:              $20,581 

 TOTAL EXPENSES YTD:          $21,929                      Net Loss YTD:  $1,349 

 

Capital Campaign Acct. Bal.                  $15,283 

 

           Loan Bal. (Lift Project)                   $33,543 (+Interest) 
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T h e  S u n d a y 

School theme for 

the month of May 

is tradition. Tra-

ditions are an im-

portant way to 

bind families and 

communities to-

gether, and we 

will be talking with our kids about 

UCC traditions, Waverly history and 

traditions, and family traditions. Par-

ents, we would love it if you would talk 

to your kids about family traditions 

that are important in your family.  

Prayers for 

Macey Hydeõs 

family after his 

recent passing 

on April 27th.  

Macey  and his 

siblings were 

one of the first to come to Waverly 

Heights as children in the 1920s.  

He will be greatly missed!   
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Pentecost Spirit Pledge 

Once again we have an 

opportunity to enjoy 

our wonderful camp. 

Come on out for 

whatever part of the 

weekend works for you. Do a bit of work in 

and around Waverly Cabin. Hike around the 

camp or just enjoy sitting by the torii 

overlooking the swimming hole. And maybe 

weõll take a little time to remember and 

give thanks for Macey Hydeɲone of lead-

ers and workers of our church who built 

Waverly Cabin as a legacy and gift for our 

church and so many, many others. 

Carol Palumbo and 

Pastor David will 

be attending the 

Annual Meeting of 

the Central Pacific 

Conference of the 

UCC in Boise May 14th and 15th (Carol will be there 

a day early for the Conference Women’s Meeting.) 

Hold them and all the other delegates and visitors in 

prayers. David will not be back for Sunday service on 

the 16th, but he will want to hear that all of you are 

here to worship and support our to-be-announced 

preacher. 

Expect to hear more about stewardship and the financial needs of Waverly UCC in the coming weeks. All 
of this will be leading up to our Pentecost celebration on May 23rd. At that time you will be invited to 
make your pledge of support for Waverlyɧbut it wonõt be recorded. Rather, weõll remember the fire of 
the Spirit on that first Pentecost and offer our pledges to God as we offer our written pledges into a fire. 

Itõll be fun, while honoring and acting on the importance of intentional giving. 

So, here are a couple thoughts to get you going on intentionality about your own giving. First, in times 
like these especially, do remember that no one should feel badly about whatever they are or are not able 
to do however much they might want give. Circumstances change and itõs fine and appropriate that our 
giving change with them. Waverly does not have any fixed target or percentage of giving that is ex-

pectedɧexcept that you give until it feels great! 

Many of us do find it very helpful to think about giving a percentage of our income, so you might want to 
figure out where you are now and see how you feel about it. Maybe youõll want to move it up a bit, even 
if thatõs just one percent more this year or whatever feels good. Just for an idea of numbers, in recent 
years the average contribution from pledging/regular givers was approaching $2000/year. About half  
were above $1500 and half below, and the range of annual giving was roughly $500 up to $8500. And one 
more number to remember: at our annual meeting we voted a budget with a shortfall of almost $2500 

that needs to come from somewhere.  

The ad hoc finance committee will be meeting this week and getting a better sense of current giving and 
where we are, and weõll share that with you. But donõt fret the numbers too much. What matters is your 
own sense of this community, the blessings you receive and the blessings you hope Waverly UCC can offer 
to others. Feel your blessings and give what feels right.  

Memorial Day Weekend at 

Camp Adams 

Annual Meeting of  

Conference in Boise 
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If youõre interested in getting a Waverly group together to attend any of these events, please e-

mail Dave Becker at dhebecker@yahoo.com. We may be passing car-pooling sheets around in 

church for a couple of these events. 

 

Fri., May 7   Oregonians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (OADP) 

7:00 pm   First United Methodist Church ð SW 18th & Jefferson, Portland. 

OADPõs annual meeting will feature Naseem Rakha, author of òThe Crying 

Treeó speaking on the topic of òPain and Grace: What Justice Would Look 

Like Without the Death Penalty.ó 

   More information at http://www.oadp.org/?q=node/64 

 

Sat., May 15  Portland CROP (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) 

10:00 am  Hunger Walk – Sellwood Riverfront Park, Portland. 

Ron MacKenzie is the Team Leader for the Church World Service C.R.O.P. 

Hunger Walk in Portland. The walk will be 2.5 miles along the Willamette 

River. Ron is also collaborating with Bread for the World, Oregon Food Bank 

and Oregon Faith Roundtable Against Hunger to organize Interfaith Hun-

ger Awareness Week, May 9 to 15. Please contact him at 

ron.w.mackenzie@gmail.com for more details or go to 

www.cropwalkonline.org.  

 

Thur., May 20  Faith Leaders’ Wellness and Health Equity Breakfast.  

7:30 to 9:30 a.m.  Maranatha Church, 4222 NE 12th Ave., Portland.  

   Explore connections among faith, community health and equity, learn  

   what congregations are doing, mini-grants and a new tool to help conger

   gations create an environment for wellness. Free, but RSVP by May 14 to 

   Krystal Sharinghousen at ksharinghousen@emoregon.org or call (503) 221-

   1054, ext. 201. For more information, contact Laura Raymond at (503) 221-

   1054, ext. 216, or lraymond@emoregon.org.   

 

More info & additional events listings at Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon www.emoregon.org. 

And mark your June calendars for  Sunday, June 20 for the Portland Pride Parade 

(www.pridenw.org). Details in next monthõs newsletter! 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE: 

MAY EVENTS AND INTERESTING LINKS 

mailto:dhebecker@yahoo.com
http://www.oadp.org/?q=node/64
mailto:ron.w.mackenzie@gmail.com
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=events_or
mailto:ksharinghousen@emoregon.org
mailto:lraymond@emoregon.org
http://www.emoregon.org
http://www.pridenw.org


IF THIS IS YOUR FIRST NEWS-

LETTER FROM WAVERLY… 

 

This newsletter is about the current events 

of Waverlyõs ministry and mission.  If you 

wish to have more information and back-

ground on Waverly, please feel free to con-

tact the church office at (503) 238-1337. 
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Please submit arti-

cles for the June 

issue no later than 

Thursday, May 

20th.   

Thanks, 

Trish Effenberger, 

Editor 

Our next Taize service will be held on 
Wednesday June 2

nd
 at 7pm. Taize is a 

meditative service of singing, silence 
and prayer and it is a wonderful way to 
ease into summer.  

 

Bring your voice, your friends, your 
neighbors and yourself and join us for 
some soul refreshment time.  Ques-
tions?  Talk with Jill Johnson at church 
or call:  503-422-9525.   

 

TAIZE 

 

 

Macey Hyde 

April 27, 2010 

The Division/Clinton St Fair is coming Saturday 

July 24th!  Waverly UCC will be marching in the 

parade.  This is a great event and a lot of fun! 

Everyone is welcome!  Start thinking about Wav-

erly T-Shirts, good walking shoes, and any crea-

tive ideas.  Musical instruments?  Fun hats?  

Flowers?  Any and all ideas welcomed and encour-

aged.  This is a time that we show that Waverly 

UCC is a bright, family friendly, fun and welcom-

ing participant in our community." 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
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The Amity Foundation shares  a chapter of Ms. Tang Chuanfang's diary. Chuanfang left for Yushu seven days ago 

on April 20 and is still in Yushu today with five other colleagues.  

Ms. Tang Chuanfang's Diary: 

8:00am, April 21, Snowing, Yushu, Qinghai 

The 4th batch of Amity relief materials arrived in South Zhaqu Road, Gyegu Township, the epicenter of the 

quake. This is the first lot of rescue resources ever arrived in the area. On hearing the news, residents came from 

different places and gathered at the distribution points, among them, are a number of Tibetan women with chil-

dren on their back. 

Suddenly, I was attracted by a father and his daughter among the crowd: Sitting on a stone stool at the distribu-

tion point and holding the daughter tightly in his arms, was the father waiting. Meanwhile, the mother is help-

ing with the unloading of the material. The father kept pulling his coat to give more warmth to the girl who 

crouched in his arms and was sleeping warmly. 

When I approached them with light steps, the girl was awaken, "Daddy", she murmured with scare and timid-

ity̆and cling to the father more tightly. Father touched her head, whispered something in Tibetan, 

Five minutes later, distribution of relief goods started with drinking water. At this moment, the snow came to a 

stop, father and daughter moved to a place under some sunshine. Taking over a bottle of water from the mother, 

father opened quickly, pored some into the lid, fed the daughter before he himself took a small sip. Simile came to 

the daughter's face, father smiled back with some content. They have not had any water as clean as this for days. 

This moving scene, powerful enough to make everyone's heart grow fonder, has embedded in my mind. 

Today, headed by Mr. He Wen̆some rescue team members returned to Nanjing and received warm welcome by 

all the staffers of Amity. For the past 12 days, they have experienced so much hardship and difficulties in this 

battle against altitude sickness, freezing chillness, and will to bring the much needed help to the people. Amity is 

truly proud of having such sacrificing, loving and brave staff. 

Please continue praying with Amity as she continues the efforts of rescue work in Yushu with the local people! 

She Hongyu, Amity Foundation 

For More Information 

Xiaoling Zhu 

Area Executive 

East Asia and the Pacific 

700 Prospect Ave. 

Cleveland,Ohio 44115 

 

216-736-3226 

Phone: 866-822-8224 ext. 3226 

Fax: 216-736-3203 

zhux@ucc.org 

Yushu Qinghai Earthquake Update 

April 30, 2010 

mailto:zhux@ucc.org


Waverly Heights  

United Church of Chris
t 

3300 SE Woodward Street 

Portland, OR   97202 

503-238-1337 

www.waverlyucc.org 

Worship Service  

Sundays @11:00 am 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Waverly Heights Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
Welcomes all, Honoring each individualõs path

 

We invite everyone to 

Worship God, Learn the love of Jesus 

Care for one another 

Work for change and reconciliation 

In our community and the world 


