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Most of you have heard me talk a
bit about the lectionary: the three- &§
year series of readings for each
Sunday that many churches follow
absolutely and we follow mostly.
I've been through that three-year
cycle about eight or nine times
now, more than twice-through here
at Waverly. It's feeling like time for another sermon series.
So, starting with the second Sunday in July, the 11th, I'm
going to launch into a series I'm thinking of as “$10 I
learned in seminary.”
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Why, you may ask, would you care about epistemology,
soteriology, hesed, metanoia? And how will looking at
these words actually serve us as a faith community? Well,
for openers, it can be kind of fun. And exercising the little
grey cells helps keep our thinking limber and balanced,
and that helps keep all our thinking more enjoyable, less
tight and tiring. We're also more able to maintain our intel-
lectual clarity and honesty if we know and use the right
word, and sometimes the right word isn't even in English.

Beyond that, enlarging the language we use can enlarge
the ways we engage the world. For example, it is one thing
to feel a call to “love” someone—a family member, or a
homeless man say. It becomes something more when we
feel that as a call to “hesed”—a Hebrew word often trans-
lated “loving kindness”—and when we are aware of the
ways that hesed is known and shown in the Bible. Now
rich imagery and powerful stories are overlaid on our own
story; the particular calling we are experiencing is lifted to
a new place and empowered as part of a wider story, a
bountiful tradition.

And finally, on a very practical note, some of these ten
dollar words do get thrown around in various contexts in
our world and there's no reason any of you should feel at a
loss when that happens. This is part of your cultural heri-
tage; claim it! Of course, many of you will already be very

familiar with with many or all of

’:}t\\ W,J/ the words I end up looking at. But
,.uv"" I'm sure that in our wonderful Pa-

cific Northwest many of you will
not be so familiar, and I hope and
intend to make the sermons engag-
ing for all regardless of where you
are coming from.

So, as we come to the second Sunday, be thinking of
theological/Biblical of words you'd like to know better
and engage with in the weeks ahead; I'll be asking for
suggestions.

Blessings (there's an interesting word, what constitutes a
'blessing'?)

Pastor David

Coming this fall, early
Thursday evenings 16
September through 21

BASIC BIBLE ADULT STUDY
October, five weeks of

/ learning about and en-

New: Classes gaging with scripture.

Block out the time in
your calendars now. Where did the Bible come
from? Why are there four different gospels?
How do you find your way around the Bible,
how do I find a particular story I sort of remem-
ber? How does the Bible come alive for people,
maybe even me? These and other question you
have about the Bible explored with a mix of in-
formation from the seminary trained guy and a
willingness to trust the class's own wisdom and
creativity.
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TREASURER'S REPORT: End of May, 2010

General Budget:

% of
Received YTD Annual Budget Target %
Pledged Giving $ 23,269 38 42
Loose Plate 1,607 26 42
Parsonage Rent 8,698 41 42
Bldg. Use 2,519 84 42
Other 824 223 42
TOTAL INCOME YTD: $36,918
TOTAL EXPENSES YTD: $33,956 Net Gain YTD: $2,962
Capital Campaign Acct. Bal. $15,415
Loan Bal. (Lift Project) $32,226 (+Interest)

IF THIS IS YOUR FIRST NEWS- t er Please submit ar-
LETTER FROM WAVERLY... eWS t ticles for the Sep-

0 tember 1ssue no
This newsletter 1s about the current E D 1n later than Tues-

events of Waverly’s ministry and day, August 24th.
mission. If you wish to have more
information and background on

Waverly, please feel free to contact

the church office at (503) 238-1337. Thanks,

Trish Effenberger, Editor
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STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH
UCC SPECIAL OFFERING

Waverly has a strong tradition of giving a variety of opportunities to support the work of our
local church and various missions and ministries in our community, nation, and world. One of
the ways we do that is by participating in the four annual special offerings of the whole UCC.
In the summer we collect for Strengthen the Church. This offering goes to a variety of minis-
tries both local and across the nation—support for new church starts, ministries to under-served and
minority populations, grants to help revitalizing congregations. Waverly Heights, for example,
received a $10k loan some years back from our Central Pacific Conference. The Strengthen
the Church offering is one of the ways that funds come to the Conference to make such loans
possible. This year we'll have the special offering envelopes out for the month of July. As al-
ways with special offerings, this is an opportunity not an obligation. We all face a lot of pulls
on our resources—give as you feel moved and are able, and know God's complete love whatever
you do.

WWW's

The WWW's ended a busy, rewarding year with a potluck at Judy Wiebe's home. We also viewed
"The Calendar Girls" and had many laughs and some sadness too.

We will be meeting twice a month in July and August just to gather and enjoy each other's com-
pany. We can bring projects to work on for the winter bazaar. We thought one day meeting and
one Thursday meeting would work out. Look for notices in the Sunday announcements and for e-
mails.

Come join us. All are welcome and needed. And blessings to each of you who worked so hard
and made the WWW's year a good one in so many ways.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE:
July & August Events and Interesting Links

If you're interested in getting a Waverly group together to attend any of these events, please e-mail
Dave Becker at dhebecker@yahoo.com.

Sun, July 4 Communion in the Park (and every Sunday after that, rain or shine)
1:30 pm South Park Blocks (at the Peace Chant sculpture on SW Park Avenue

between SW Columbia & SW Jefferson), downtown Portland.
Celebrate communion and community each Sunday afternoon beginning on July 4th with Communion
in the Park, a new spiritual community of the homeless and church-homeless worshiping together with
people from housed congregations. All are welcome! Communion in the Park is affiliated with Ecclesia
Ministries, which started “common cathedral” services on Boston Common in 1996. More information
about Ecclesia Ministries is available at www.ecclesia-ministries.org, and a You Tube clip of Rev. Paul
Davis discussing Ecclesia Ministries” Communion in the Park can be found at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPjellasyv4.

Sat., July 10 Public Witness Event: Stop the Demand for Trafficking in Women &

3:00 pm Children. Shemanski Park, South Park Blocks between SW Salmon and
Main, downtown Portland.
Speakers include Multnomah County Commissioner Diane McKeel. Sponsors:
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, Catholic Charities, Intercommunity
Peace & Justice Center, and Multnomah County.

Sat., July 24 Community Gardens Workshop for Faith Communities
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm First Congregational Church of Christ, 1220 NE 68th Street, Vancouver,
Washington.

Gardens can be great community outreach and a resource for healthy living. At
this workshop, you can learn how to create financially and environmentally sus-
tainable gardens that serve community needs. Hear what other congregations are
doing and get new ideas. A lot of resources and practical help will be provided. A
suggested donation of $5-$10 supports low-income food access projects. To regis-
ter: Please call (503) 221-1054, ext. 201, or email emo@emoregon.org.

More information on Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon’s Interfaith Food & Farms
Partnership is available at www.emoregon.org/food farms.php.

More info & additional events listings at Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon’s website:
http://www.emoregon.org/events.php, including several spiritual reflection programs in Au-
gust hosted by the Franciscan Spiritual Center, 6902 E Lake Road, Milwaukie
(www.francisspctr.com).
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Worship Service Schedule

Sundays 11 am

Summer Schedule Beginning June 20th

Sundays 10 am

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Waverly Heights Congregational
United Church of Christ
Welcomes all, Honoring each individual's path
We invite everyone to
Worship God, Learn the love of Jesus
Care for one another
Work for change and reconciliation

In our community and the world




